Module code IND517 Level 5

Module title Narrative Spaces Credit value 20
ECTS Credits 10

Common/Core/ Core .

Elective Notional 200

learning hours

Courses on which the . , Teaching Autumn
module is taught BA (Hons) Interior Design Period

1. Module description

The Narrative Spaces module runs in conjunction with Design: Adaptation to support your
understanding of the design process. You will expand your abilities in effective
communication, creative research, critical thinking and professional skills. You will be
exposed to the diverse ways in which designers think about and represent their work to help
develop your philosophy and approach to interior design.

You will investigate the narrative details of your work in relation to an identified concept and
programme, developing an understanding of the importance of ‘storytelling’ in representing
and communicating design proposals.

Building on the techniques established at Level 4, the module provides you with skills-based
learning that supports and reinforces Level 5 design work. It enables you to integrate a
range of representational techniques to effectively communicate the narrative details of your
design proposals, accurately, evocatively and appropriately for multiple audiences.

2. Learning outcomes
Upon successful completion of this module you will be able to:

Communication (MLO 05)

Communicate your critical analysis of design philosophies effectively, using visual, oral
and written means, in multicultural and international settings within unfamiliar and well-
defined contexts.

Digital Data and Tools (MLO 06)
Analyse and use digital drawing and making skills in unfamiliar, well-defined design
contexts to effectively communicate your design work.

Discipline Skills (MLO 08)
Employ a range of design knowledge, drawing and modelling techniques, and digital and
analogue tools to develop a design proposal.

Human and Environmental Impact (MLO 10)
Analyse approaches to design, their underpinning philosophies and the impact of the
design of modern and contemporary spaces on people and on the environment.

3. Learning and teaching methods

The module focuses on experiential and active learning within theoretical and technical
sessions running in parallel. The majority of this work will be undertaken as independent
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directed learning. The module is supported by micro-lectures, demonstrations, studio time,
individual and group tutorials.

In theory sessions you will undertake self-directed research on design philosophies and a
variety of designers’ approaches, supported through tutorials and peer group discussions.
You will be introduced to key theoretical issues from modern and contemporary periods
worldwide through micro-lectures and then explore these themes through group work and
seminars. Activities include analytical exercises about various design philosophies;
investigations of case studies; and development of academic writing techniques. Your in-
depth research on your chosen topic and the writing of an illustrated essay will assist you in
beginning to develop your own design attitudes and methods.

In technical sessions you will develop a range of advanced digital skills for representation
and communication of interior design proposals. You will further develop your technical
drawing and CAD skills through assignments in three-dimensional computer modelling and
rendering. Supervised studio activities will support you in practicing skills through
demonstrations and exercises as you develop technical and creative skills. You will be
required to produce a range of two- and three-dimensional presentation material which
evidence your understanding of 3D digital modelling, rendering and digital fabrication (3D
Printing). These skills are integrated into your studio design work as you progress through
the programme and enhance your understanding of the interior design process.

You will have several opportunities to present your work and to get peer and tutor feedback
on your progress at regular intervals during the module, as well as a mid-term review with
faculty, students and guest critiques (where appropriate).

Learning hours

Directed learning 72 hours
Workshops/sessions 48
Supervised Studio Activity 24
Guided/Self-guided learning 128 hours
Total 200

4. Assessment, formative feedback and relative weightings

Assessment 1: Essay

Weight (%): 40

Word Count or Equivalent: 2500-word essay.

Submit a critical illustrated essay on your chosen topic. Your research and the essay should
consider the context in which the specific designer philosophy has been developed and how
your chosen case studies frame the designers’ approach to their work. This is to include
detailed analysis of theory and practice, demonstrating your understanding of the impact of
ideas on designing spaces. You will be provided with more details as to the assignment in
the project brief.

Assessment 2: Project work
Weight (%): 60
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Submit a professionally presented project work document which includes 2D and 3D
drawings, digital modelling and rendering tasks, sketches & drawings to support digital
fabrication. This is to include a record of your research, idea development, experiments and
design process.

Each summative assessment will be preceded by an opportunity of formative assessment
accompanied by formative feedback.

Mapping of assessment tasks for the module
Assessmenttasks MLO5 MLO6 MLO8 MLO10

Essay X X
Project work X X
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